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farmer and the absence of a force of arti-
sans and special craftsmen easily compelled
a state of mutual dependence. If a house
or a barn were to be built, the neighbor-
hood was called in at the critical moment
to raise the frame ; and the farmer who
asked the help made his acknowledgment
not only by serving when his neighbor
needed him, but by acting as host to the
company, and making the raising a time of
good cheer and hilarity. Harvest also gave
opportunity for mutual help and neighborly
charity, so that much of the social life of
the day grew naturally out of the common
work and occupation of the community.
In-doors it was the same, and quilting bees
and huskings and spinning bees made work
and play shade into each other. A com-
munity where every one worked and each
might be needed by his neighbor would
scarcely suffer very marked distinctions of
rank; and in the lighter social life, which
made no pretense of work, the sleighing
parties and athletic sports, the suppers and
dances which followed the bees, an equality
of condition was assumed, Very favorable to
self-respect and independence of judgment.